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Turks to resist the Russian demands, and when Russia The
attacked Turkey,  Britain joined with France in 1854
to aid the Turks.                                                              I8M

To cripple the power of Russia in the Black Sea the
allies resolved to attack the fortress of SebastopoL A
British and a French army were landed and won the battle
of the Alma; had they pushed on at once, they might
have taken Sebastopol with a rush. The allied generals,
however, were over-cautious. They marched round to the
southern side of the city, and began a regular siege.

The Russians soon showed that they did not mean to
leave the allies to conduct the siege quietly.   First they Balaclava,
made an attack on Balaclava, the port where all the 1854*
British stores lay.   Though Tennyson has immortalized
the Charge of the Light Brigade, Balaclava was saved,
not by that act of heroic folly, but by the charge of another
small body of cavalry, the Heavy Brigade, and by the
stubborn resistance of a single regiment of Highlanders,
the famous " Thin Red Line ".

If Balaclava should be remembered to the honour of
our cavalry, Inker-man was as glorious for our infantry,
In the grey dawn of a November morning the Russians l854'
flung 40,000 men on the British lines. Our troops were
surprised. The Russians were five to one, and seemed sure
of victory, but the British soldier fought heroically.
Wherever the Russians appeared they were met with the
bayonet; a British company would charge a regiment;
a regiment break a Russian column. Desperate hand-to-
hand fighting at last won the day and hurled the Russians
back into Sebastopol.

All this made people at home proud of our army,
but it did little to take Sebastopol. Winter came on, cold
and piercing. The troops were badly supplied with food
and shelter. In the hospital at Scutari, three hundred
miles away on the other side of the Black Sea, the sick